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"GOINGS ON ABOUT TOWN

TOM WOOD

In the early nineteen-eighties, Wood, with an
ethnographer’s eye, snapped the denizens of the
Chelsea Reach, the first discothéque in Northern
England, as they primped, fought with the door-
man, drank, danced, and made out in a bleary-
eyed reverie. The fashions alone (satin jumpsuit
anyone?) are cringe-worthy, but the emotional
depth Wood was able to capture in each frame is a
marvel. The work mixes the aesthetic of Nan
Goldin (with cleaner hair) with the studious
monomania of the Bechers. Note the three couples
on the dance floor (one laughing, another chastely
kissing, and the third all Ean s and tongues), a
group anxiously waiting for the rest room, or the
woman pinking her lips under flashing red lights,
and remember that it was fun at the time. Through
Dec. 21. (Erben, 516 W. 20th St. 645-8701.)
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